The Royalist Capital

Cherwell at Holywell Mill, passing by Wadham and
S. John's gardens and S. Giles' Church up to the
branch of the Thames at Walton Bridge. Next,
similar earthworks were made to cover S. Clement's,
the east suburb. As time was pressing, and the city
and county were not eager workers, the King called
'upon the University to help in February. The
members of the various colleges were set to work on
the line which ran from Folly Bridge across Christ
Church meadow in front of Merton. The bastion
traceable in Merton Gardens dates from this time.
In the following June every person resident in a college
or hall between sixteen and sixty was required to give
a day's work a week with pick and spade, or to pay
for a substitute, if unable or unwilling to anticipate the
labours of Mr Ruskin. Finally (January 1644), the
colleges were commanded to raise the sum of forty
pounds a week for twenty weeks to complete the
works.

Before leaving for Reading, the King had reviewed
the regiment of scholars in Christ Church meadows.
They were armed with helmets and back and breast
pieces. The regiment, which consisted at first of
four companies only, soon grew, as enthusiasm waxed,
to eight or nine^companies. The gown was exchanged
for the military coat, and the square cap for the helmet.
Meanwhile arms and provisions had been accumulated,
and ammunition, "the want wherof all men looked
upon with great horror," had been thrown into the
town.

The New College cloister and tower were converted
into a magazine for muskets, bullets and gunpowder;
corn was stored in the Law and Logic School, and
victuals in the Guildhall. Clothes for the army were
stowed in the Music and Astronomy Schools. The
mill at Osney was used as a powder factory.
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